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eing careful when traveling abroad is very important, as anyone
E who has been on avacation or business trip will understand. The
problem isthat the language of warnings and signs is sometimes
very specialized, and while a native speaker can understand the meaning
easily, it can sometimes present a problem for avisitor unfamiliar with the

language.
Here are some examples.

“Smoking is prohibited”

“Please refrain from standing in the aisles”
“Warning- corrosive or toxic material”
“Trespassers will be prosecuted”
“Restricted area- entry strictly forbidden”

By the time you look through your dictionary trying to find out what the
words mean, you could find yourself in deep trouble! Hereis aguideto some
common warning signs.

“Prohibited ”, “Forbidden”:

These words mean that you are NOT allowed to do an activity, such as
smoking, entering an area, or some other activity particular to the situation.

is liable for

will be prosecuted , or

prosecution.
- cont. on the right

-- cont. from the left

This is an important one!  This means that if you are found doing this activity,
you could find yourself in jaill A trespasser is someone who is on another
person’s property without permission from the property owner.

Restricted Area or No Admittance

In simple English- stay away! Do not enter. Thisareacould be dangerousor is
confidential.

Please refrain from (verb +ing)..

This is a very polite way to say do not do something! Please refrain from
talking during the performance means do not speak during the concert!

Finally, take special care to beware of toxic and corrosive materialsl Toxic
means that something is very poisonous; while corrosive means it can burn
you- it is an acid (for example, strong bleach). Similarly, flammable or
inflammable (confusingly they mean the same thing), is a warning that
something can catch fire easily. A similar word iscombustible.

This is just the tip of the iceberg, and there are many more phrases out there
that you should be aware of when traveling. Understanding what they mean
may save you alot of inconvenience, and maybe even your lifel
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