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ou’re not alone! A lot of people find TOEIC a challenge, and
Y if you are finding yourself under pressure to get a high score
then you are probably not a big TOEIC fan!

It is important, however, to realize what TOEIC is. TOEIC is a test of
English proficiency. This means that some questions will be easy,
some will be very difficult (even for native speakers!) and there will be a
range of questions in between. At higher levels, speed as well as
accuracy is being measured, so even if your English is good enough to
answer all the questions correctly, you need to be able to process the
information quickly if you are to finish the test in time!

So, itis important to remember the following with TOEIC.

1. Take a long-term view. If you are a beginner, it is not realistic that
you will get a high score in a short period of time. For beginners, a
score of 450 is a good target to aim for. Set yourself a specific, step-by-
step study plan that will help you reach that first goal and discipline
yourself to do the work necessary to achieve it. Work on understanding
basic English sentence structure and on prepositional phrases, for
example. You may want to consider taking the TOEIC Bridge test,
which is better at measuring your achievement at lower levels, and
which could give you a better picture of your strengths and
weaknesses.
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2. Ifyou are in the 450-650 range or so, you may need to work on
expanding your vocabulary and knowledge of English grammatical
structures so that you can understand a greater variety of styles in
English speech and writing- we call this style-shifting. You need to be
familiar with a wide range of vocabulary possibilities- synonyms, phrasal
verbs, etc. and to understand more complex sentences (relative clauses,
etc.)

3. Getting a really high TOEIC score, in the 750+ range, requires a lot of
work! Listen to and read a variety of English samples, and keep working
on vocabulary! You should be comfortable at recognizing and using
different forms of words in English (acceptable vs. acceptability, for
example), have a good grasp of English idioms and collocations. Above
all start working on speed as well as accuracy.

So, take TOEIC step-by-step, and set yourself targets and study plans
that are reasonable for your current TOEIC level. You are in for the long
haul !

Proficiency synonym ()
range relative clauses
accuracy grasp

discipline collocation
prepositional You haul
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