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T hese days, life is becoming very complicated. In the past, things like
climate change, global warming, resource depletion, and overpopulation
weren’t important. Economic development has aways been the most important
thing. However, as sea levels continue to rise, Carbon Dioxide (CO2) in the
atmosphere increases, rainforests disappear, and more species face extinction,
environmental change becomes areality that will affect all of us. It will affect
our children most of al. Climatologists believe that people are directly
responsible for it. For example, the burning of fossil fuels like gasoline, natural
gas, and coal (in our cars and power plants) releases CO2 causing the polar ice
caps to melt, causing sea levels to rise by 3 meters by the year 2050 and 6
meters by the year 2100. This meansthat cities like New Y ork, Washington,
Bombay, London, and of course, Tokyo will be underwater in less than 40
years from now. Most climatologists believe that the damage to the
environment can't be reversed, but if we make drastic changesin our lifestyles
now it is possible to delay humankind’ s extinction. There are many simple
things you can do in your daily livesto help:

Install solar panels on your house. The Japanese government will help pay for
solar panelsto be installed on your roof. Thiswill reduce your “carbon
footprint” greatly. Stop using disposable chopsticks. Cutting down trees for
“waribashi” causes desertification, landslides, greater CO2 emissions, and that
yellow sand on your car every morning. Shut off lights and appliances at home
and work. Unplug your T.V. when you're not using it. Conservation of
electricity is very important. Drive less. Buy abicycle. Take public
transportation. Carpool. Walk. Hybrid cars are good on gas, but till have many
negative environmental impacts.
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Save water. As Earth warms, we will have more droughts, and drinking
water will evaporate. That means no more baths! Become a vegetarian. Cow,
pig, and chicken farming create 12% of annual CO2 and 23% of methane
emissions. Y ou should buy locally grown fruit and vegetables only, and grow
your own a home if possible. Stop eating tuna. Blue fin tunawill be extinct
by 2012 unless we stop fishing now. Scientists also believe that the ocean will
have no fish by 2100.Stop using PET bottles, plastic bags, and products that
are over-packaged. Most plastic from Japan goes into the ocean, or is shipped
to Chinawho burnsit to make electricity.

Environmental change is not just the future, it’s happening now. We need
to understand that we don’t inherit the Earth from our ancestors; in fact, we
take it from our children. Let’ stry to leave them asmall piece of it.
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