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n was pleasantly surprised when I went to my first Japanese wedding. | At the end of the night, the groom removes a garter belt from the bride’s

Although there are now several popular styles of weddings in Japan, my leg and throws it into a crowd of single men. Superstition says whoever
first experience was with a traditional Shinto style. The first ceremony catches the garter belt will be the next to get married. The bride does the
took place at a Shinto shrine and had only family members and close same with her bouquet for single women. Traditionally, the bride and
friends. Weddings from my culture usually take place in a church and have | groom then leave for their honeymoon. The man, who caught the garter,
hundreds of guests. then puts it on the girl, who caught the bouquet, as the crowd cheers. It’s
At a Canadian wedding, the bride and the groom usually don’t change all great fun!
their clothes. The bride usually wears a traditional long white gown and Whether in Japan or Canada, weddings are not only a spemal tlme for
veil. The groom traditionally wears a tuxedo. They usually have several the bride and groom but their family and friends as well. N

friends each, in similar formal wear. This is called the “wedding party” but
really means the wedding group.

Canadian wedding guests aren’t expected to give large amounts of
money although some do. However, we often give gifts that will help the

new couple’s life. Sometimes, a couple will “register” at a famous RAREDEVL

department store. They make a list of things they want, and friends and

family choose from the list and buy the gift. This helps the couple get gifts traditional e s aLA register %4242

they want and makes sure they don’t get the same gift twice. ceremony B common KEsht-
Both Japanese and Canadian weddings have a “27 party”. The main shrine Wzt garter belt H—B—~ Lk

differences seem to be: time, location and activities. The Canadian version bride bt superstition IS

usually starts at 9:00 in the evening and goes until 1:00 or 2:00 in the groom g bouquet xR

morning. A common place would be at a hotel or community center. There

is always is a live band or D.J music. The main activities are dancing,

listening to music, chatting and drinking. Weddin g = ar-ty
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