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ach spring there is a very large holiday in my hometown,
Savannah, Georgia, called St. Patrick’s Day. This holiday is
celebrated on March 171, St. Patrick’s Day is recognized in many
other places in the United States, but in my hometown it is very big.
Schools and many businesses have the day off. There is also a very
large parade in downtown Savannah. Many high school marching
bands, military units, and families march in the parade. When |
was a child | remember getting to the parade route with my family
to watch the event. My parents brought folding chairs and drinks.
Everyone wore green: green t-shirts, green hats, green beads. On
top of that, spectators drank beer from big green plastic cups, and
one of the city’s fountains was dyed green. Many visitors from
around the country travel to Savannah for the holiday, and most of
the city’s hotels are booked up.
Who is Saint Patrick

The holiday comes from Ireland. Patrick was born around

390A.D. He wasn’t Irish; he was British. He was taken to Ireland

As a young man. In Ireland he became a Christian. He worked as a

shepherd and finally escaped to England. But he returned to Ireland as
a missionary and helped spread Christianity. He was very good at his
job and helped start about 1000 churches. Unfortunately, the true story
of Saint Patrick is not known by many people.
Why is Saint Patrick’s Day Big in My Hometown

In the 1800’s and 1900°’s many people from Europe

immigrated to America. My city has a large port, and many
immigrants arrived there. Many Irish people came to my city and
settled. Even today, there is a large population of Americans with Irish
last names. At my high school, many of my classmates had last names
like Aimar, Hagan, and Donelly. Many of these families march

together as a group in the Saint Patrick’s Day parade. Also, they belong

to organizations of Irish-Americans. The holiday is more than just a big

party, it is actually an important part of their heritage] 7
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