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Keyboard symbols

ey, | just got a new phone”. How many times
have you heard that! It seems that consumer
electronics become outdated very quickly. What state of
the art technology one day, quickly becomes obsolete the next.

My first cell phone made phone calls. It had caller 1.D. and

a phone book. My new phone has a camera, dictionary, language
translator, 1.R. bar code reader, internet access, games, F.M. radio
receiver, video, calendar and many more functions that | have not
discovered yet. 1 just wonder how long this phone will last before |
have to buy the next “Latest model”.

As we all know, modern mobile phones, and most other consumer
electronics are really small computers. Technological
improvements change quickly in this industry. | can remember
when computers didn’t have hard drives and we kept all programs
on 5 and a quarter (5.25) inch floppy disks. There was no such
thing as the Internet or the World Wide Net. Now, itis hard to
imagine we could do without computers. E-mail has largely
replaced letters written on paper. We can even watch movies and
listen to the radio on our computers.

-- cont. on the right

-- cont. from the left

Whatis in the future? Companies are now working on new ways of
increasing memory capacity. Soon, we may be using single jonsor
maybe even single charged afoms to record data.This would mean a
vast increase in the amount of data that could be stored.

The next step in computers may be guantum computers. Quantum
computers are based on quantum theory and could mean a great
increase in speed and performance. Quantum computers will
probably be in the development stage for some time. There are still
many theoretical and practice problems to solve, such as size and
energy requirements.

Regardless of the obstacl/es, | am sure computers will continue to
grow and change. Some of the above technologies may one day be
involved in supercomputers and artificial intelligence. One day,
there may be a computer talking about what it thinks will be the
future of computing. Personally, it sounds like an exciting time and |
hope I’m there to see it.
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Netiquette

Avoid hurting someone’s feelings with e-mail.

Respect other people's online rights.

Flame

If someone insults you, be calm.

Respect the privacy of other people.

Be responsible online.

Avoid insulting someone unless you want to start a flame war.
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