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“Non-Traditional Greetings of December in America”
“Christmas Carols ~

ecember in America brings around the holiday season with
m people wishing each other cheer in a variety of ways. You

will definitely hear the “Seasons Greetings” that many
people around the world already know. These include; “Merry
Christmas,” “Happy New Year,” and “Happy Holidays.” Most of the
common greetings in America are based on European heritage or
Christianity.

There are other celebrations during the month of December, and
you can hear people expressing greetings based on these
celebrations in America as well. Some of these holidays come from
ethnic groups other than European, and others come from religions
other than Christianity.

African-Americans sometimes celebrate a holiday know as
“Kwanza.” This is a celebration of life that is based on their African
heritage. So, in December you may hear African-Americans wishing
others “Happy Kwanza.” This is a way to bring African culture into
the traditional American Christmas.

Jewish people celebrate a holiday called “Hanukkah” during
December. This is based on their religious beliefs. This celebration
lasts for eight days with candles being lit on a “menorah”. This
“menorah” is a holiday symbol just like the “Christmas Tree.”

Whatever your beliefs are, the month of December and the New
Year are a great time to wish others well, and for a “Happy New
Year.” < « Non-Traditional Greetings of December in America >

- cont. on the right

-- cont. from the left

< Christmas Carols >

The holiday season is a time when people get together and forget
about the troubles of the world. Families reunite and have big
holiday dinners together, friends reminisce about old times, and
other people volunteer at retirement homes or homeless shelters so
as to help people in need. It is a time of peace and joy.

One way all of these people celebrate the holidays and spread joy
to others is by singing Christmas carols, or Christmas songs. Perhaps
you know some of the more popular ones like “Jingle Bells” and
“Silent Night.” Families, friends and volunteers at retirement homes
often go out and sing these songs for people. In neighborhoods,
someone in the group usually rings the doorbell, and then everyone
starts singing when people come to answer the door. People singing
at hospitals and retirement homes, meanwhile, go to each wing and
sing for everyone staying there.

Many people also sing Christmas carols in order to raise money for
various charities. Recently, raising money for AIDS research,
tsunami relief, and hurricane relief have been popular causes for
people. ki

Whether you are spreading joy to others \%
through song, or just enjoying a quiet holiday /
at home with your family and friends, we at
James wish you safe and happy holiday season.

Non-Traditional Greetings & Christmas Carol
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Season's Greetings and Best Wishes.
( )

Christmasisa special time of year to remember those who are close to our hearts!

Laughter and friendship to you all year!
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“Christ” X‘mas 0120-30-4911

“Happy holiday” ”Season’s Greetings”




