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while my friend across the ocean wore a jumper

and trainers. 1 lived in an apartment and ate
sandwiches with cookies while she had a butty and
biscuits in her family’s flat. And after school | played a
game of soccer while she had a football match.
English is the official language in dozens of countries
and everyone has a few unique words of their own.
Even different states or cities can have their own special
vocabulary. A fellow American and | were talking about
a favorite childhood breakfast: toast with a hole cut out
and an egg fried in the middle. In California we called
this “egg in a frame” but my friend explained that in her
state it was “egg and a boat.”
Sometimes these differences can be confusing. When |
was a student in Kenya, | always wore a long skirt or a
dress; pants were only for men. One day | was taking a
trip away from the city and asked my teacher if it would
be alright if | wore pants.

- hen | was a child | wore a sweater and sneakers

- cont. on the right

-- cont. from the left

He became very flustered and refused to answer. | was
confused, until | realized that “pants” for me were
“underwear” for him. No wonder he was embarrassed!
Sometimes these differences in English are so small that
we don’t even notice them. Sometimes they are very big
and cause a lot of miscommunication. But regardless of
size, learning English words from different countries is
always interesting. | will still eat my “egg in a frame,”
but I want to learn your words too!

sweater - jumper -
sneakers - trainers -
sandwich — butty -
cookie — biscuit -

apartment - flat -

game — match -
pants —trousers -
underwear — pants -

: vocabulary

refuse
: confusing embarrassed
i fluster regardless of
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beefbun
ei ai lah
make
"She is pretty, lah..”
take
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