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something? You probably felt this way because

the words being used and the topic of the
conversation were taboo. Taboo comes from the Tongan
language, and it means anything that is prohibited by
society and morality.
In any language, for example, there are many words
considered to be vulgar. If you have seen any Hollywood
action movies, then most likely you have heard vulgar
English words before. However, these words rarely
appear in everyday conversation, can be highly offensive
and should never be used in front of children.

Vulgar words are taboo in any conversation, but
sometimes even the topic of the conversation itself can
be taboo. In the United States, for example, questions
about how much money you earn or your sex life can
make people feel embarrassed. Highly personal
guestions like this are taboo, especially if you ask people
you don't know well.

- ave you ever felt uncomfortable talking about

- cont. on the right

-- cont. from the left

The United States isn't the only country with taboos, so
please ask your JAMES English School teacher about
his or her country. In addition, what are some taboo
subjects of conversation in Japan?

: probably rarely
Tongan offensive

: prohibit embarrassed
i morality subject

i vulgar
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