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ow often do you meet with your entire family?
Usually in England entire families will only gather for
specia events such as the Christmas and New Y ear holidays,
weddings, or maybe someone’s birthday. In England
children usually try to leave their parents’ house at avery
young age. They travel al over the country for work (my
sister haslived in five different cities). This makes family
get-togethers very special when everyoneis reunited.
However, in Japan | have noticed there is a greater
number of multi-generational families living under one roof.
This makes arranging large family gatherings easier during
the Obon holidays.
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In England, at family gatheringsit is always expected that
there will be nice food, roast turkey and fine wine which has
been stored for a special occasion. |I'm curious about what
foods Japanese people eat at their family gatherings and if
there are any special traditions Japanese families have.
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@ #2 (bitter orange): L L EHETBLSI=
Symbolizes prosperity for one’'s family,
generation after generation.

@ EBH(whiteunderside): BF
Symbolizesa long life. ®

® wWFYE(daphniphyllum): FRES
Symbolizes a wish to be blessed with

children.
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PA# (decor ative pine branches)

A set of decorative pine branchesis placed at the front
Door, and welcome the year’s god, who will bring a
good luck.
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A set of two rounded
mirror-shaped ricecakeare
displayed in the alcove as offerings
to theyear’s god. People will eat
them on January 11 for a happy
and healthy year.
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1 pillow[ ] / brief[ ]

2 Notice (bulletin)[ ]/ bill [ 1
3 ] number / [

4 ] polish/ [ ] lace

] book (directory)
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~ Answer key ~
1 case: pillowcase / briefcase
(#Lh/3—) (BEMTA)
2 board : notice (bulletin) board / billboard
(#5RR) (FR)
3 phone: phone number / phonebook (directory,
(BFEES) (BEEMR)
4 shoe: shoepolish / shoelace
(§t2) (§t4R)
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