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hen guests come to an American house, there are a few
differences between what Americans normally do, and what
people in Japan do. However, there are many more similarities
than differences. Just like the Japanese, American guests
normally bring some kind of food item or drink, typically wine or
beer, when the are invited to a party. Just like in Japan, American
hosts genuinely try to be as hospitable as possible, and generosity
is a highly valued personal trait. However, one difference is at
American parties, guests are not normally expected to pay for
anything, whereas in Japan, at the end of a party the host
calculates the total expense of the party and then asks each guest
to pay for their share.

Also when guests are taken to a nice restaurant in America, the
person who did the inviting may want to pay for everything, just
like in Japan. In Japan, the host may try to sneak off to “use the
restroom”, but will actually try to pay the bill without the other
guests noticing. However, in America a different tradition
occurs. Typically, the invited people will try to pay the bill or for
their share, but the host will refuse their money. A common
phrase, the host may say is, “Your money is no good here.” While
this may sound a little rude, it is in fact a slightly sarcastic but
friendly way of saying, “This is my treat. You don’t need to pay.”

- cont. on the right

-- cont. from the left

So, the next time you are invited to a party in America, act the
way you normally do in Japan, and you probably won’t have any
problems. Just know that when someone says, “your money is
no good here,” they probably like you.
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sea eel young yellowtail
abalone horseradish
fermented soy beans bonito fish
scallop sea bass

gizzard shad
mackerel

sea urchin roe
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&1d : mackerel

[&F5 :young yellowtail
[E7=T:scallop

HEU horseradish
HH U abalone

M DE :bonito fish

C &1 gizzard shad

3¢ & :sea bass
W= :fermented soy beans
I%F :sea eel
35[Z:sea urchin roe
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