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I f anyone ever asks me, “Should | go live in another
country?” | reply with a resounding “YES!” | don’t believe it
really matters where they go, either. Every country has
offerings that are unique to that country, and to experience a
culture first hand is the only way to truly appreciate where
another person comes from.

When | was preparing for a position overseas, | wasn’t certain
as to where | wanted to move. It wasn’t until many months
after my job search began that | decided on Japan. As such, /
had done very little work to prepare myself for a new life in
Japan, and knew very little about the customs in Japan.

[ learned quickly that it's important to study the table manners
in any country you move or travel to, as you'll probably be
enjoying the majority of your meals in public restaurants. Table
manners in the US and in Japan are very similar for the most
part, but there are some aspects which differ greatly.

For example, in Japan, it's common to pick up your soup bowl,
and slurp down your soup, or to slurp when you are eating your
noodles.

-- cont. from the left

This tends to make a lot of noise. This practice breaks two of the
most important dining rules in the US. First, don’t pick up your plate
or bowl, and second, don’t make noise while eating. Seeing this in
action was one of the most surprising things | witnessed when /
first came to Japan, as [ have always been told to never do either
of these.

Living in a foreign country is very rewarding for many reasons, but
it isn’t without its’ stresses. By preparing for some of those
stresses, you can mitigate many of the problems you will
experience, and end up having the time of your life!
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2. =D ( ) Answer Key
(1) heat pad, hand warmer

3. 554 ( ) (2) table with an electric heater
(3) end-of-the-year party

3 (4) humidifier
4. MEFHF  ( ) (5) dehumidifier
5. BRiEH ( )
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