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uick- what American historical battle site has been
the focus of several movies, including at different times
John Wayne and Alec Baldwin, and is visited by 2.5 million
tourists a year? Gettysburg? Valley Forge? Fort Sumter?
Nope. It is the Alamo, the most important battle site in
Texas and one of the most important in the whole of the
United States. Located in the beautiful city of San
Antonio, It is the site where a small band of Texans held
out for thirteen days against the Centralist Mexican army
of General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. Unfortunately,
all of the Texan defenders were executed after the Alamo
fell to Santa Anna on the morning of March 6, 1836. Sam
Houston, the first governor of Texas and the man the city is
named for, used the memory of the defenders to rally his
soldiers when they surprised and fought Santa Anna to a
mayjor victory at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21, 1836.
Santa Anna was captured during the battle and was forced
to sign a document giving Texans the right to create their
own government. Which they did for a period of 10 years,
with Sam Houston as governor, until December 29th, 1845
when Texas was admitted into the United States as the
28th state. Texas is the only state in the United States
that was its own country with its own currency before

-Joining the Union.

Believe it or not, this battle and this landmark are so
Important to American culture, that the history of the battle is
taught in every American classroom all over the U.S. and
many students from elementary school students to college
students take field trips to San Antonio to see it. So, next time
you're in Texas, make sure your trip includes a stop in San
Antonio and a visit to the Alamo. You won't regret It.
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