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festival celebrated worldwide that hasn’t yet become
popular in Japan is Easter. If you haven’t lived in a western
country you may not have even heard of it, but it is in fact, a
very popular festival that has been around for hundreds of
years. The modern form of Easter is a combination of ancient
traditions, a religious holiday commemorating the death and
resurrection of Jesus celebrated by Christians, a Jewish
traditional feast called the Passover and a pagan spring
fertility festival originally celebrated in northern Europe.

Famous symbols of Easter are the Easter Bunny, a symbol
of fertility and colorful Easter eggs which represent rebirth
and the sunlight of spring. Easter, for most, is a time when we
celebrate by buying and giving chocolate and marshmallow
eggs and bunnies. Yet another time of year to load on the
calories! But traditionally, like Christmas and Thanksgiving,
it actually has a deep and meaningful past that many people
in other countries take very seriously, and it is also a three or
four day public holiday in many countries, such as Canada,
England, Australia and New Zealand just to name a few.

public holiday in 12 states, and in all states it is a school holiday
on Good Friday and Easter Monday. On Easter Sunday shops are
often closed and on Friday and Monday even the NY stock
exchange is closed. On Easter Monday the president holds an
annual Easter egg roll on the White House lawn for children, and
New York city holds an annual Easter parade on Easter Sunday.
Easter parades are also popular events in many other countries.

Children in western countries often follow the tradition of
coloring hard-boiled eggs and eating chocolate eggs and
marshmallow bunnies they get from their parents. When | was a
child, I always looked forward to finding a giant chocolate egg at
the end of my bed on Easter Sunday. That day we would have
family gatherings, a special feast and lots of marshmallow
bunnies and mini chocolate eggs. It was a very festive time of
year, much like Christmas but without presents and decorations.

Ex.,
Tép

\0

‘x" V )} | g;-as‘fu

A

g

Q -- cont. to the next page




March 15, 2013

ZXAYADOMAB o naiom)

-- cont. from the top page

TAIADMBIEMIZEHTEIGENHYET . BADHED K

Easter extends from a Friday to a Monday so it’s a moveable St EREK B TR BB & L TR ASRE L= Ak B &
event, meaning it is not fixed in relation to the civil calendar. BEBMMFEEALTE, MBI (THANKS GIVING DAY). &)
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22nd and April 25th. According to scholars, it is generally DT, RITEEDBICITBRICFzvILTHLDE EETEHE)
thought that the name Easter was derived from the name of HLEY,

the Scandinavian Goddesses Ostra and Eastre, whose festival
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