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T here are many people that mistake Auckland for being the capital of
New Zealand. The city of Wellington is in fact the capital, but the greater
Auckland region boasts the highest population in the country: in 2013
there were an estimated 1.5 million people living in the area.

Auckland has also earned the title of the "City of Sails' due to the
popularity of yachting and sailing. Part of this can be contributed to New
Zealand winning the America's Cup several times in the last twenty years.
The biggest day for the public to take their boat out (if they have one!) is
during the Auckland Anniversary Weekend in January. In saying this,
there are still many people that have yet to properly sail around the
Hauraki Gulf during this weekend - myself included! There are plenty of
sight-seeing day trips available from the Auckland Waterfront.

Auckland city is situated on an isthmus (a thin strip of land between two
larger areas) in the northern part of the North Island of New Zealand. At
some points, the distance of land between the Tasman Sea and the Pacific
Ocean is only 12km across. If you wanted to get some exercise, you can
do the self-guided Coast-to-Coast walk which takes you through
Auckland's suburbs and CBD between each coast. You even have the
chance to climb up One Tree Hill which has an iconic obelisk at the
summit.

The diversity of Auckland has led to its inhabitants to become very cultural
and outdoor orientated. We often take pride in our city being a 'melting pot' of
cultures. During the year, the city hosts many ethnic events that have become a
kind of tradition for the city. The Diwali Festival of Lights (an Indian festival),
Pasifika (a celebration of Pacific Island cultures), the Chinese Lantern Festival
are some of the events that Aucklanders will swarm to to appreciate the
diverse array of cultures.

New Zealand is also renowned for having a formidable rugby team: the All
Blacks. They are famous for doing the haka dance before a rugby match. The
haka was used by the Maori people before a battle to intimidate the opponent.
As such, there are plenty of opportunities to catch a game if you want!

This is only a small taste of what is on offer in Auckland. As a tourist, there
are a lot of opportunities to explore and appreciate what this country has on
offer. | definitely recommend people to make the most of it and broaden your
horizons!
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