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hings have changed a lot in the past forty years, both
technologically and culturally in developed countries. And due
to global warming, the climate has also changed considerably.
After spending the last twenty two of those years in Japan, many
of those changes came about after | left New Zealand. Things
like cell phones, laptop computers and DVDs, just to name a
few, were not yet available, even in Japan. Global warming has
made the winter much warmer. | used to enjoy the crunch of
frost under my shoes on the way to school in July, but
apparently nowadays frost is uncommon.

I still recall my school days in the 70s like it was yesterday. We
didn’t have any of the digital technology back then, so our way
of life was very different. Communication was only possible by
landline telephone or by sending letters. In those days the
telephones were all dial type, not push button, so if you made a
mistake when dialing a long number you would get a sore finger
dialing the second time! We only had two TV channels and
music was only heard on the radio, or by playing records or
cassettes at home.

The population has increased by about fifty percent since I left,
which is a huge population increase for any country. This is
mainly due to more Chinese and Korean immigrants making New
Zealand their new home. In order to cater for the sudden massive
increase, cities have had to spread into rural areas, and roads have
had to have been reconstructed with more lanes. Public transport is
still limited mainly to buses so extreme traffic congestion is now a
serious problem in the larger cities. With such big changes in
urbanization and culture, it’s not like the country | remember.

The cost of living has increased too. The price of land has tripled,
making it virtually impossible for a lower middle class citizen to
ever afford a house. There is an upside to all this though. It means
that rich immigrants are contributing to the growth of the economy
and providing the tax necessary to maintain public facilities and
support the aging population. Expatriates like myself, will most
likely be able to return to the country to retire and still receive the
government pension. But it is not something | am depending on
since there is still a lot of skepticism about this.
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Nowadays there are a lot more fun activities to do, wonderful
places to stay and convenient facilities, and it’s continuously
improving in order to meet the high standards of foreign tourists.
Although this may make the country more attractive to immigrants
and tourists, whenever I go back to visit | like to simply appreciate
the beauty of the magnificent picturesque scenery, breathe the
refreshing clean air, and experience the warm hospitality of the
people. There is no doubt that these exceptional qualities of my
unique country will always remain.
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